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228. we need a worldwide dialogue on the best ways of meeting the essential challenges for all of us. although we are not yet able to achieve this
goal, we are convinced that, in order to seek a better future for our children and grandchildren, we have to make a start. a new epoch of peace is
not impossible. even if it takes some time, it is within our grasp; i therefore wish that a new century would make it possible. i call on those who
have not yet set out on this road to begin a journey which is not only human but also of solidarity with the other. i encourage everyone to be

present in public life, the largest public space. we are all, each in our own way, addressers of a common destiny. the protection of our
environment and life is not an issue of conservation but the condition of creation. this is why it must always be borne in mind that what we do
affects not only our own future, that of future generations and that of the whole of creation. we cannot forget that the smallest detail makes a
difference. i urge everyone to protect nature, because it is god who speaks to us in it.harare: a zimbabwean man is fighting for justice after his

girlfriend accused him of destroying her womb after a dispute over condoms. "i regret that we are here today," charles machapi told the court in
the southern city of masvingo on monday, referring to the case in which a botched abortion ended his marriage. "it pains me that i cannot give

her the life she deserves after giving me the life that i deserve," said the father of a four-year-old child. "i do not want to continue living because i
am disgusted by this day." in zimbabwe and elsewhere in southern africa, a woman's abortion rights are hotly contested by religious and cultural

groups who consider the procedure illegal. a woman has a constitutional right to decide whether to have an abortion, but legal experts said
enforcing this could prove difficult as it has been made difficult by laws that make terminations under certain conditions illegal. in november, a
six-year-old girl died of a botched abortion - the third death associated with the procedure in the country in recent years. in december 2009 a

man was sentenced to 18 years in prison for setting fire to a clinic that was used for illegal terminations. in 2007 the malawi president, when he
was just a schoolboy, said that while he shared "the official feelings" of most people in his country, he believed abortion was wrong. zimbabwe
has one of the toughest laws on abortion in the region. the law says that terminations are only allowed when the life of the mother is in danger,
she has been raped or is terminally ill with a life-threatening disease. the law does not contain any exceptions for mental or emotional distress.

"the woman is presumed to have carried out the abortion with malice," said david tende, a human rights lawyer in zimbabwe.
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437. when we are filled with the spirit, that is, when we are completely imbued with the grace of the
indwelling christ, then we become a new creation in christ (2 cor 5:17). we are light, loosed from the

darkness and transformed to become a mirror of the master, a shield of light (ps 94:1). in this way, we
encounter christ wherever we find ourselves, like a shining light which benefits us by casting its rays on
our hearts and souls and redirecting us to avoid sin, bitterness, selfishness and fear. everyone who looks
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at us will see the presence of christ in the center of our being, or "light shining in a dark place." 539. all
of us have arrived at the point where christ is present in us (col 2:6). for this reason, we are to

acknowledge and praise him as the hidden one: for in him, we live and move and have our being ( acts
17:28). we have been fully invested with the spirit, have been born again and have become a new

creation in the world and in christ (2 cor 5:17). that is why it is possible to speak of "new creation": to re-
fashion a nature devastated by sin and evils is like building a new city on a foundation on which nothing

else is to be built. 699. everyone who looks at a consecrated person or a sacred space will see the
presence of christ in that person or space, and just as the master is present wherever he is, so the grace
of the holy spirit is also present wherever he is. we have been made a temple of the holy spirit, and all
places are holy spaces in which christ is present. through this love, we will be filled with the knowledge

of the glory of god in the spirit, seeing our connection with the risen christ (1 cor 6:19). 5ec8ef588b
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