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synthetic estrogens. This
study was designed to
investigate the cross-

reactivity between BN-055-2
(also known as 13 alpha-di-

hydroprogesterone) and
synthetic estrogens in the

immunoassay of rat
pregnancy serum. The

parallelism between the dose-
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response curve of the two
compounds was examined

using fluorescence
polarization immunoassay

(FPIA). To evaluate the
sensitivity of the FPIAs, the
following estrogens were

examined: estriol, estrone,
estradiol, estrone sulfate,

diethylstilbesterol,
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methyloxirane
(2-methoxy-17 beta-
estradiol), estradiol

dipropionate, estradiol
hemisuccinate and natural

estradiol. The following
amounts of these estrogens
were employed: 0.10, 0.20,
0.40, 0.80, 1.60 and 3.20 ng
for estriol; 0.10, 0.20, 0.80,
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2.0, 3.5, 7.0, 15.0 and 30.0
ng for estrone; 0.10, 0
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Invention The present invention relates to an image processing apparatus for performing gradation
conversion by using an edge component. More particularly, the present invention relates to an image
processing apparatus for correcting gradation conversion into a high gradation in a texture region. 2.
Related Background Art Recently, from the viewpoint of a demand for a high resolution, printers have

been improved in printing performance and the number of printers that can print 300 dpi are
increasing. As a result, recording media such as lithographic printing plates have also become fine in
graininess, and the printer of the related art cannot cope with this fine graininess, and therefore, it is

necessary to effectively perform image processing that is performed to prevent the image quality from
being lowered even if image recording is performed on the fine graininess of the recording media. In

general, there are two processes for ensuring the image quality. One process is to process the image in
advance by using a high resolution so that the image quality is not lowered when the resolution is low.
The other process is to perform density processing while making the gradation conversion conditions

as appropriate, by using an edge component of the image. From the viewpoint of the above, in a
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conventional image processing apparatus, the density processing is performed while correcting the
gradation conversion conditions in accordance with the density characteristic of a texture. However,

since the image processing in the density processing is performed in accordance with only the density
characteristic of the texture, there is a problem that the gradation conversion condition for gradation

conversion into
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