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mucosa responds to increased gastrointestinal hydrostatic pressure by modifying the composition of the mucus layer. In the normal human distal small intestine, the villi are covered by a mucus layer which surrounds a lamina propria
of epithelial cells. The layer of goblet cells surrounding the villi has a thinner basement membrane than that of the lamina propria. These cells are highly sensitive to the development of Na+ and Cl- transport across their basolateral

membranes as well as their movement of HCO3- down their secretory pathway. In order to study how human intestinal mucosa responds to increased gastrointestinal hydrostatic pressure, we modified the dietary intake of sodium and
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